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dependent upon the Pope. Uniformity was furthered by
decrees enjoining local churches to adhere to Roman customs
and ritual. Lay interference was, as before, the principal
hindrance to the papal idea of ecclesiastical independence,
and the decrees against lay investiture were repeated and
amplified by Urban. The contest with the Emperor con-
tinued, and outlasted his reign, though it was more a matter
of formal schism than of direct conflict. In one respect
Urban differed from his great predecessor. He did not renew
Gregory's widespread claims to papal overlordship over
secular rulers ; for instance, he did not expect from England
any more than the payment of Peter's Pence. There was
one exception: when king Peter of Aragon in 1095 asked
for papal protection in return for the payment of tribute
and the recognition of papal overlordship, Urban naturally
did not refuse the request. The Normans in South Italy and
Sicily continued to admit that they held their territory as
vassals of the Pope, but on the whole they continued to get
more than they gave, and Urban was forced to allow to them
considerable authority in matters ecclesiastical.
His last three years were spent mainly in Rome ; there His last
was still some unrest there, but the castle of Sant' Angelo years
fell into his hands in 1098, so that the last supporters of the
anti-Pope were driven out. He received with great honour
archbishop Anselm of Canterbury, in exile from England,
and employed him as the champion of Western doctrine
against the Greeks at Bari in 1098. Anselm, too, was present
when Urban, shortly before his death in 1099, held his last
synod at Rome, and, by repeating the chief decrees that he
had promulgated at Clermont and elsewhere, provided an
epitome of the ecclesiastical programme of his Papacy.
By this time Henry IV was back in Germany, to which Henry rv
peace had at last been restored after twenty years of civil111    rmany
war.   Naturally his authority had been impaired by his long
absence in Italy.    In place of the old alliance of dukes. Welf,
Rudolf, and Berthold there was now an alliance of Welf
with Berthold's son, Berthold of Zahringen, who had suc-
ceeded to his father's estates and also to those of Rudolf,1
his father-in-law.   He aspired also to Rudolf's duchy of
Suabia, and was a formidable competitor to duke Frederick,
1 In 1091, when Rudolf's son Berthold died.

